CHAPTER   12
The Hitler-Papen Government
Wish-fulfilment Dreams
President Hindenburg knew as well as Herr von Papen
that Adolf Hitler's word of honour stood for nothing. This
was one of the reasons for the President's prolonged resistance
to Hitler's appointment. He would never have given his
consent if he had not loved and trusted Papen so much.
So that it was Papen, who had cajoled and persuaded him
over a period of three weeks, who was directly responsible
when Hitler at last came constitutionally to power. And
Papen had not undertaken this task because he thought
that it would benefit the German nation. His motive was
hatred of Schleicher, and that dream of his that with Hitler's
help he could himself assume a dictatorship over Germany.
Papen was entirely convinced that Hitler was incapable of
acting as chief of the Government. He was so sure that
he fixed the new election for the 5th March, confident that
the first five weeks of Hitler's Government would suffice
to expose its Fiihrer and inflict still greater losses on the
National Socialist Party.
Hindenburg and Hugenberg was far less optimistic.
They had none of Papen's recklessness. They recognised
very well fhe danger to the State when such unscrupulous
men as Hitler and Goering became all-powerful. But these
men, too, had their dreams and delusions. They befievd
that the precautions they had taken in the formation of the
Government would suffice to keep a tight rein on Hitler,
and hobble him and his Party to such an extent that a break-
away would be impossible.
This was the composition of the Government: